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                       Our mission is to Encourage, Equip and  Engage our  

network of  churches to share the love of Christ with our communities.   

 

Affirming the Positive 

 Hopefully you have diminished the cob webs from the 

holidays by now.  As an association we are reviewing and renewing 

our vision so we can gain clarity on our local missions pathway for 

the foreseeable future.  As I write this our Leadership Team is 

preparing to meet with Brian Nall from the State Convention to 

assess and identify who we are, our strengths, and our needs.  We 

have had a good ride with Encourage/Equip/Engage.  Is there 

another way to voice our purpose to better reflect the current 

context of church and community?  We hope to find that out in 

coming months. 

 In the meantime, here is what I need you to consider as 

resources for your church’s mission track: 

4/28 Next Gen 101: Starting Where You Are.  This is a workshop to 

assist Student Ministry leaders and their teams in determining their 

steps toward the next level.  (See page 4 for more details.) 

6/5—7 Crossover Orlando—In the leadup to the Southern Baptist 

Convention in Orlando, our state convention has set a goal to have 

1,000 churches participate in a way that leads to 10,000 Gospel 

presentations resulting in 1,000 decisions for Christ.  To that end, 

our association has been invited to partner with the Ridge Baptist 

Association in multiple projects across the Winter Haven area.  (See 

page 6 for more details.) 

 Our Ministers Conferences will be focusing on revitalization 

conversations throughout February.  Check out the schedule on 

page 5 and participate. 

 Bless you for your relationship that centers on ongoing local 

mission journeys with our communities. 

In Christ, 

Troy 
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VOLUNTEER IN MISSIONS  

January was Human Trafficking Month – Yes, January is past, but this information 
didn’t reach me until after the December/January Clarion had been sent. And since this 
problem is not limited to one month, I wanted to share it with you. DID YOU KNOW 
THAT FLORIDA CONSISTENTLY RANKS 3RD IN THE NATION FOR HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING? 

 

One More Child is helping trafficking survivors begin a new life by providing expert 
leadership, holistic care, and powerful advocacy. They are also working to prevent more 
children and adults from being trafficked. 
 

What can you do? One More Child has created a training series just for you! In this series, 
they hope to help you understand what human trafficking is and whom it affects. You will 
learn how to “See it” in your very own community; you will learn how to “Say it” by 
discovering the proper channels of reporting; they will also discuss how to “Stop it” to put 
an end to the suffering of God’s children; and finally, they will cover how each of us should 
respond so that we can reach one more. For more information, please visit https://
onemorechild.org/our-care/anti- trafficking/join-the-fight/ 
 

If you see something suspicious, report it! 
If you suspect someone is being trafficked in the United States, or you are being exploited, 
call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center at 

1.888.373.7888 immediately or 
Text HELP to 233733 (BEFREE) 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

 

Florida Baptist Disaster Relief Continues to serve in Jamaica - FBDR has been 
working with the International Mission Board, Send Relief, Jamaican Mission Board, and 
others since the storm hit. Each party has contributed to the recovery efforts. The primary 
role of FBDR is providing volunteers experienced in disaster recovery. Teams serving in 
2025 were focused on re-roofing church facilities allowing congregants time to 
concentrate on their communities. FBDR volunteers along with volunteers from 
Tennessee, Ohio, and North Carolina provided five teams in 2025.  
 

There is still plenty of roofing work to be done in 2026. Interested volunteers will deploy 
weekly beginning January 17th. Each team will fly to Montego Bay (MBJ) airport on a 
Saturday and fly out the following Saturday. The Sharon Baptist Church in Santa Cruz will 
be the staging site. 
 

If you are interested in Florida Baptist Disaster Relief you may follow them on Facebook, 
at https://www.facebook.com/FLBaptistDR Or, you may go to https://flbaptist.org/
ministries/disaster-relief/ 
 
Your prayers for these needs will be appreciated. 

 

In HIS Service, 
Jennie  

Volunteer Missions Coordinator 
Northwest Coast Baptist Association  

vim.nwca@juno.com  
850-814-2471 (talk or text) 

https://onemorechild.org/our-care/anti-%20trafficking/join-the-fight/
https://onemorechild.org/our-care/anti-%20trafficking/join-the-fight/
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Help Couples Pursue Oneness! 
 

For those that don’t know me, allow me to introduce myself. My name is Logan Kelly, and 
my wife Leanne and I are part of Live the Life Northwest Florida, the local branch of Live the 
Life Ministries, a faith-based non-profit organization whose mission is to strengthen  mar-
riages and families. We do this through marriage & relationship ministry & education. Since 
2000, we have been mission partners with The Northwest Coast Baptist Association. 

 
Leanne and I live in Lynn Haven, we’ve raised our three children here, and we are longtime 
members of St. Andrew Baptist Church where I serve as a deacon, and Leanne and I lead a 
Sunday morning small group with a focus on marriage. 
 
We are here to help you help marriages and families with relationship programs that teach & 
empower people to love better, from middle schoolers to seniors. We believe that the bible is 
a book all about relationships: God’s relationship with us, our relationship with Him, and our 
relationships with each other. Relationships are THE most important thing in life and the 
quality of our relationships will determine the quality of our lives. The skills we teach can be 
utilized in ALL of your relationships. 
 
We’re excited to be starting the first year of a 5 year federal grant which will allow us to offer 
two dynamic & impactful programs in our community FREE of charge. The first is a fantastic 
pre-marital program for seriously dating and engaged couples called “Start Smart.” More on 
that soon.  
 
The other is a wonderful program that teaches the HOW of marriage. It’s called “Navigating 
US.” 
 
“Navigating US” is a fun, highly interactive program designed to help couples build a deeper 
connection, stronger communication, and practical skills that last a lifetime. Whether your 
marriage is thriving or you simply feel stuck in old patterns, “Navigating US” gives you tools 
you can use immediately to create a happier, healthier relationship. 
 
Leanne and I will be leading the very first “Navigating US” event in our area Friday February 
27th & Saturday February 28th at The Missions Center in Lynn Haven. All couples are wel-
come to join us. Are there couples in your church that might be interested in strengthening 
their  
marriage? Are you? Register through this link (space is limited):  
 
https://www.livethelifenwfl.org/event-details/navigating-us-the-mission-center 

The class will be free, but no meals or childcare will be provided.  
 
We would love to partner with you and your church in learning how to love each other better. 
Just reach out and let’s talk soon: 
       Logan Kelly 

Logan@Livethelife.org 

850-832-3291 

https://www.livethelifenwfl.org/event-details/navigating-us-the-mission-center
mailto:Logan@Livethelife.org
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This is for any of our Student Ministry 

leaders and teams who want to talk 

about getting to the next level.   

Please RSVP to ensure your spot and 

help us plan for dinner numbers by    

calling (850) 785-3115, emailing          

secretary@nwcbap.org or simply       

scanning the QR code.  We look forward 

to seeing you there! 

Save The Date 

NEXT GEN 101 

Join us for an exciting event! 

Date:  Tuesday, April 28th 

Time:  6:00 PM CT 

Location:  The Mission Center 

1202 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven 

Dinner will be served 

Mission:Dignity 
Mission: Dignity® honors age 65 + Southern Baptist ministers, workers and  

widows struggling to meet basic needs through advocacy and financial  
assistance. 

They serve almost 2,800 individuals each year with needed financial assistance 
to help pay for housing, food and medical costs. Because of this help, these 

servants of the Lord continue to live with dignity, independence and,  
often, the ability to continue serving.  

 

If you would like additional information, please contact them at  
877-888-9409  or online at https://www.guidestone.org/Mission-Dignity 



5 

 

  Ministers Conference Schedule 

11:00 a.m. (CT)  

 

Revitalizing Dying Churches 

Based on Reclaiming Glory (Clifton) and God’s Not Done With Your Church (Hallock) 

  

February 2 – What is a Dying Church  

February 9 – What is Revitalization  

February 16 -  No Meeting  

February 23 – How Does a Successful Revitalization Look  

March 2 – Knowing When it’s Time  

Disaster Relief 

Our next DR Breakfast will be Saturday, February  21st at 8:00 am 

Golden Corral - 105 E 23rd Street - Panama City 

Shower Unit Schedule 

Feb 13—16 Immanuel Pace        March 13—20 Immanuel         July 6—10  Hiland Park 

Are increasing property insurance costs impacting your ministry? 

The Florida Baptist Convention recognizes that the Property and Casualty insurance market for  
churches in Florida is in crisis. Costs are escalating, coverage options are shrinking, and carriers are  
exiting the market. This places a heavy burden on churches and diverts resources away from gospel  

mission.  To respond, the convention has partnered with IMA to launch the Florida Baptist Insurance 
Research Project. This research and data-gathering initiative is designed to evaluate alternative options 

for our cooperative network of churches. We partnered with IMA to collect data using secure digital 
tools and webinars in order to evaluate alternative risk financing solutions that could stabilize costs, 

improve coverage, and free more resources for ministry. 
Your participation is essential to help us analyze if a collective, sustainable solution for Florida Baptist 

churches can be developed.   
Please go to https://flbaptist.org/insurance/   to complete the Insurance Research Project form. 

 
Reginal VBS Clinic through the FL Baptist Convention 

Hiland Park Baptist Church 
52611 Highway 231—Panama City, FL 

Saturday, April 18th, 2026   8:30—12:00 
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Crossover is an annual evangelistic emphasis that takes place in the city where the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting is held. Many churches in the host city plan 
an evangelistic outreach the week before the meeting, and many will plan evangelistic 
events the Saturday before the annual meeting starts and will recognize a Harvest Day 
the next day. 

Participate 

Florida Baptists have 3 Ways to Participate: 

•  Pray 

•  Host 

•  Serve  

The geographic area for host churches includes congregations in the Greater Orlando 
Baptist Association, Ridge Baptist Association, Lake County Baptist Association, Brevard 
Baptist Association and East Central Baptist Network. Churches within these associations 
are encouraged to participate as host. Those outside of this area are encouraged to 
serve and pray.   

Ministries will include sports camps, block parties, family fun festivals, VBS, kids club, 
backyard Bible clubs, etc.   

Goals for Florida Baptists 

During the 2025 Florida Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Dr. Stephen Rummage, exec-
utive director-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, announced a bold goal for 
Crossover 2026:    

•  1,000 participating churches 

•  10,000 Gospel engagements  

•       1,000 decisions for Christ  

“At Crossover, all kinds of people, from all kinds of churches will come together to pro-
claim one Gospel to every person we can reach in Greater Orlando,” expressed Rum-
mage.  

https://www.goba.org/
https://www.goba.org/
https://www.myridgebaptist.com/
https://www.lakebaptist.org/
https://www.bbatoday.org/
https://www.bbatoday.org/
https://eastcentralbaptist.net/
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 

13     Daniel (Crystal) McNeill, Minister of Music -  FBC Lynn Haven 

20  (‘93) Fred (Leslie) Hapner, Minister Music & Youth - FBC Bayou George 

22     Rick (Vickie) McClung, Executive Pastor – FBC Panama City 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 

 

04  (’19)    Laurie Roman, Ministry Assistant -  Immanuel Baptist 

09  (’16)    Robert Denmark, Pastor -  Cove Baptist  

10  (‘82)    Mary Lou Quick, Secretary - FBC Southport 

11  (’98)    Craig Conner, Pastor - FBC Panama City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

08    Daniel McNeill, Minister of Music - FBC Lynn Haven 

19 Ava Smith, Treasurer – Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

20   Barry Fish, Music Minister -  The Church at the Beach 

26         Sharon Boulian, Ministry Assistant- Carlisle Baptist 

 

 
 

February 2026 
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